Date

Mr. Raymond “Shoe Do” Lewis
Iberia Parish School Board

P.O. Box 200

New Iberia, LA 70563

Re:  Ethics Board Docket No. 2021-739

Dear Mr. Lewis: &
—\‘3

The Louisiana Board of Ethics, at its October 8, 2021 meeting, considered your rﬁu\@t for an
advisory opinion regarding whether the Code of Govemmental Ethics (“Code”)_ﬁ’robiﬁﬁlts any of
the following four situations for you as a current member of the Iberia Parish Sﬂi Board.
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You are currently the President and founding member of the G@Dn Bal@zltkms Lewis Foundation
(“GPAL”), a non-profit company. GPAL was created in hom)\r Q\F‘yoa\r son Garon, who was killed
on August 16, 2019, to support various organizations Whl@h f9§ fiﬁe development of youth. You
do not draw any compensatlon from GPAL and do no ybe employed by GPAL. You have
no ownership interest in GPAL. You stated th tér € le*t er, GPAL Executive Director, and
Tytiana N. McWorther, the GPAL Coordinat I\Q\WQ“t}lg@onduct all interaction with the Iberia
Parish School system, such as submlttln%, @ﬁ} @bh@%’tlon and organizing fundraising activities.
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I. Does the Code prohibit you fl@n lxelngt‘employed by GPAL?
6

La. R.S. 42:1111C(2)(d) provides @:at ﬁo gﬁ»bllc servant shall receive any thing of economic value
for services rendered to a persogci gﬁt {pérson has a contractual, business, or financial relationship
with the public servant’s age,;g.%y\\\’ &
& &
The Board concluded, g??d nistg&ted me to inform you, that, generally, Section 1111C(2)(d) does
not prohibit you fromv b@-n n@tﬁployed by GPAL under the current circumstances. However, you
should be cautiordd. that i GPAL enters into transactions with, or seeks to enter into transactions
with, the Iberia ?13439 School system, Section 1111C(2)(d) would prohibit you from being

employed by or\a c@ ing any thing of economic value from GPAL.

IL M,@f @%AL collaborate with the Iberia Parish School system to apply for Federal
gﬁl@&»r State Grants?

La. R.S. 42:1113A(1)(a) provides that no public servant, excluding any legislator and any
appointed member of any board or commission and any member of a governing authority of a
parish with a population of ten thousand or less, or member of such a public servant's immediate
family, or legal entity in which he has a controlling interest shall bid on or enter into any contract,



subcontract, or other transaction that is under the supervision or jurisdiction of the agency of such
public servant.

The Board concluded, and instructed me to inform you, that Section 1113 A prohibits you from
bidding on or entering into any contract, subcontract, or other transaction that is under the
supervision or jurisdiction of Iberia Parish School system. However, Section 1113A would not
prohibit GPAL from collaborating with the Iberia Parish School system to apply for grants, since
you have no ownership interest in GPAL. The Board cautioned that GPAL’s Executive Director
and/or Coordinator must handle all aspects of the transactions, such as grant applications, with the
Iberia Parish School system, as you are prohibited by Section 1113A from entermg é:nto the
transactions.
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III.  May you participate, in your capacity as a member of the Iberia Parish* %g]ﬁ)ol Board,
in a transaction involving GPAL? \9 P
\3 e
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Generally, La. R.S. 42:1112B(3) provides that no public servant shqjﬁ’ aryﬁ xp\:te in a transaction
involving the governmental entity in which, to his actual knowledg% {zerson of which he is an
officer, director, trustee, partner, or employee has a substantlal%co@\tzgc interest.
: \\\“ &
La. R.S. 42:1120 provides that if any elected official, in @e g]&s h&rge of a duty or responsibility
Y

of his office or position, would be required to vote on\&m@a &hlch vote would be a violation of
R.S. 42:1112, he shall recuse himself from vonyg: &An éfected official who recuses himself from
voting pursuant to this Section shall not be @ qdc}rqm participating in discussion and debate
concerning the matter, provided that he &thg;d‘lsg%sure of his conflict or potential conflict a
part of the record of his agency prior & s\ba\ﬁic@tlon in the discussion or debate and prior to
the vote that is the subject of d1scuss101§@r era\teﬁ

However, La. R.S. 42:1123(1) proxéaeéﬂ}trg@xceptlon to the Code which allows for participation in
the affairs of charitable, rellglogs n@ﬁpm\ﬁt education, public service, or civic organizations when
no compensation is receiveds® <& .S
p dg™ «x\\ &

The Board concluded, g?ld nistgﬁ:ted me to inform you, that the exception in Section 1123(1) will
allow you to partlclgafe 4n %@hr capacity as a member of the Iberia Parish School Board, in matters
involving GPAL&\%S@R)Qg as you receive no compensation from GPAL. Should you receive

compensation fro SGRAL, you would then be prohibited by Section 1112B(3) from participating
in any transaction: gn\})vhlch GPAL has a substantial economic interest. You would be required to
recuse your g)gﬁ‘suant to the provisions of Section 1120.
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IV. chM\fayxyou participate in fundraising for GPAL at Iberia Parish School system events?
La. R.S. 42:1115A provides that no public servant shall solicit or accept, directly or indirectly,
anything of economic value as a gift or gratuity from any person or from any officer, director,
agent, or employee of such person, if such public servant knows or reasonably should know that
such person has or is seeking to obtain contractual or other business or financial relationships with
the public servant's agency.



The Board concluded, and instructed me to inform you, that Section 1115A prohibits you from
soliciting donations from any person who has, or is seeking to obtain, a contractual, business, or
financial relationship with the Iberia Parish School system, whether the solicitation occurs at
school events or other locations.

The Board further cautioned that, should any approval from Iberia Parish School systems be
required prior to any such solicitation, you would be prohibited from seeking such approval by
Section 1113A, as noted above. Any such approval must be handled by GPAL’s Executive

Director and/or Coordinator. Qy
V. May GPAL receive contributions from businesses that have a relatlonslﬁ%é\vnh the
Iberia Parish School Board? PRI
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The Board concluded, and instructed me to inform you, that Sectio ‘fl ]Sr‘A@(ibove) does not
prohibit GPAL from soliciting and accepting donations from sources-whe Ve, or are seeking to
obtain, a contractual, business, or financial relationship with the Ibs}laﬁr{s‘h School system, since
GPAL is not a public servant. Q? K \\
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However, as provided above, Section 1115A prohibits yo@’ﬁg@n ge?sonally soliciting or accepting

donations from any prohibited sources. ) \\\u & @\\?
@% T®S

\}\”‘3

This advisory opinion is based solely on tﬁ\ q@%s forth herein. Changes to the facts as
presented may result in a different appli @ﬁ cgg‘th@%rovmons of the Code of Governmental
Ethics. Please note that the Board i tho\_ppgu‘on as to past conduct and that the Board’s
expressed opinion is limited to an exa tion o\ﬂ’ehe Code of Governmental Ethics, the Campaign
Finance Disclosure Act, the Lobbylst\Blsngsmze Acts, and the conflict of interest provisions in the
gaming laws. RN \}
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If you have any questions, %@se@og%ct me at (225) 219-5600 or (800) 842-6630.
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Sincerely, S

LOUISIANA BOAmQEﬂHICS

Suzanne Quinlan
For the Board Qdf)



